
COMMONWEALTE OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

INCIDENT INVESTIGATION OF COLUMBIA 1 

THE REPORTING OF AN EXPLOSION 1 
GAS OF KENTUCKY, INC. RELATING To ) CASE NO. 89-268 

O R D E R  

On September 9, 1987, an explosion and fire occurred at 1592 

Delaware Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky, that totally destroyed a 

commercial building belonging to Dan Middleton and equipment 

belonging to Michael Sanchez, who rented the building. 

Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc. ("Columbia") notified the 

Commission's Division of Engineering, Gas Safety Branch, of the 

incident as required by 807 KAR 5:027, Section 3 (l), at approxi- 

mately 10:30 a.m. on September 9, 1987. That afternoon a Commis- 

sion investigator arrived at Columbia's office and reviewed 

service order records and odorization records for 1592 Delaware 

Avenue. All records reviewed appeared to be in order. The inves- 

tigator was told that the Lexington Fire Department suspected 

arson and that the area was sealed off until it finished its 

investigation. The investigator then went to the Fire Depart- 

ment's Third Street location to verify this information and was 

told by Lt. Glenn W. Parks that arson had not been ruled out at 

that time. A copy of the Fire Department's report entitled 

Kentucky Basic Incident Report dated September 9, 1987 is attached 

as Attachment A of this Order. 



On September 14, 1987, a telephone follow-up was made to 

Columbia to see if a determination concerning arson had been made. 

Staff was told that nothing had changed since the last contact of 

September 9, 1987. The PSC Emergency Report that summarizes the 

telephone reporting was then filed. See Attachment B of this 

Order. 

In June of 1989, Commission Staff was notified by Carol 

Kenney, a paralegal with the law firm of Miller, Griffin and 

Marks, that a lawsuit, Civil Action No. 88-CI-3103,1 had been 

filed on behalf of Michael Sanchez alleging that leaking natural 

gas from a distribution line located under or very close to the 

destroyed building had caused the explosion and fire, and further, 

that Columbia had a private contractor working in the area when 

the explosion occurred and that Columbia was aware of unsafe 

conditions. The Plaintiff further states that a Columbia crew 

came back to the location the same night to purge gas from the 

ground around the destroyed building. 

On July 24, 1989, Commission Staff was informed by Ms. Kenney 

and Julie Goodman, an attorney with Miller, Griffin and Marks, 

that the Lexington Fire Department had issued a supplementary 

report dated September 15, 1987 which ruled out arson as the cause 

of the incident and found instead that a gas leak caused the 

explosion. A copy of this report is attached as Attachment C. 

Michael J. Sanchez, Individual, d/b/a Sanchez Textile 
Unlimited v. Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc., No. 88-CI-3103 
(Fayette Circuit Court filed September 1, 1988). 
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The Commission's administrative regulation 807 KAR 5:027, 

Section 4(3)(b), provides that "if additional information is 

received by the utility subsequent to the initial report 

indicating a different cause, more serious injury or more serious 

property damage than was initially reported, a supplemental 

telephone report shall be made to the Commission staff as soon as 

practicable.'' Columbia has not made a supplemental report to the 

Commission regarding the Lexington Fire Department Report of a gas 

leak as the cause of the incident. 

Based upon the above information, including the September 15, 

1987 report by the Lexington Fire Department, the Commission finds 

it appropriate and necessary to open on its own motion this inves- 

tigation of the explosion at 1592 Delaware Avenue. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Columbia shall file the following 

information with the Commission within 10 days of the date of this 

Order: 

1. Information concerning construction work, including 

uprating, replacements, repair, pressure reduction, etc. on the 

main located under the destroyed building, including any work 

performed prior to and after the incident. 

2. Maps showing locations of gas mains and service lines 

near 1592 Delaware Avenue prior to the incident. 

3. Description of the work being performed and the name and 

address of the construction company employed by Columbia that was 

working in the vicinity of the explosion site prior to and at the 

time of this incident, including names and addresses of all 
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persons working on this project. Also include names of Columbia 

inspectors assigned to this project. 

4. All service (work) orders for 1592 Delaware Avenue for 

the previous 2 years. 

5. All leak repair information for 1592 Delaware Avenue and 

vicinity for the previous 5 years. 

6. A copy of the in-house report resulting from Columbia's 

investigation of the fire/explosion, including test of and aban- 

donment of main located under the building. 

7. Copies of any photos or video tape taken by Columbia 

related to the incident. 

8. A diagram of the site to scale, showing the location of 

the gas leak, location of the building over the line, and location 

of other mains in the immediate area serving that portion of 

Delaware Avenue. 

9. A copy of pressure chart(s) for 1 month prior to the 

fire/explosion for the line under the building and the line 

serving 1592 Delaware Avenue. 

10. Odorant test records for the month prior to the fire/ 

explosion for the line where the leak was discovered and the line 

serving 1592 Delaware Avenue. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 4th day Of October, 1989. 

ATTEST : 

Executive Director 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

62. CJ&L) 
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LEXINGTON FAYETTE URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
DIVISION OF FIRE ARSON BUREAU 

. SUPPLEMENTAR?*REPORT 

DATE OF REPORT 9 /15 /a7  
c AB- 294 37F 

ADDRESS: 1590 Delaware Avenue DATE OF INCIDENT 9 /9 /87  

CASE NO. 

T t  i s  mv -3nn t h a t  . .  
1590 Delaware Avenue, was c a u s e d . b y  a n  e x p l o s i o n .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t .  

c o n t a i n  materials t h a t  would p r o d u c e  s u c h  i n t e n s e  heat t h a t  would 

d e s t r o v  e v e r v t h i n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  area. Pa r t i c l e s  of clear window 

a lass  were f o u n d  s e v e r a l  f e e t  i n  t h e  yard away from t h e  f r o n t  

windows. A s c r e e n  p r i n t  frame was found i n  t h e  t o p  of  a t ree ,  p a r t i a l l y  

burned .  A d o o r  lock-keeper  p i n  was b e n t  inward ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a f o r c e  

had  pushed  t h e  d o o r  open from t h e  i n s i d e .  C o n c r e t e  bLock walls 

were bowed ou tward  i n  several  areas. Walls i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  area 

were t o t a l l y  c o l l a p s e d .  

tie d o  know t h e r e  was an underaround qas l e a k  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  

G a s  Cornoanv was workina  on. Columbia G a s  was on t h e  DroDer tv  

September  10, 19871 d r a l l i n g  h o l e s  and p u r g i n g  g a s  from t h e  ground ..,. 

a r o u n d  t h e  d e s t r o y e d  b u i l d i n g .  

Major William H. L i l l v  
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L E X I N G T O N  F A Y E T T E  URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
D I V I S I O N  OF F I R E  -,'ARSON BUREAU 

.. SUPPLEMENTARY"REP0RT . 

C A S E  NO. AB- 294 87F DATE OF REPORT 9/15/87 

ADDRESS: 1590 9 E L n V l l 9 E  41rENUE D A T E  OF I N C I D E N T 9 f g f 8 7  
' .* 

- MAJOR L I L L Y  AND I AGREE T H A T  THE F I R E  WBS THE R E S U L T  0 F- 

MAJOR L I L L Y ' S  REPORT E X P L A I N S  THE.EV1DENCE FOUND A T  T H E  F I R E  SCENE 

I N D I C A T I N G  T H A T  AN E X P L O S I O N  HAD OCCURRED. W I T T N E S S E S  STATEMENTS FURTHER 

I N D I C A T E S  THAT A N  E X P L O S I O N  D I D  OCCUR. W I T T N E S S E S  H E A R D  A LOUD BOOM AND 

THE I N T E R I O R  OF T H E I R  HOMES AND B U I L D I N G S  SHOOK. 

O U T S I D E  AND OBSERVED F L A M E S  7 5 '  - 100 '  I N  T H E  A I R .  I T  I S  MY O P I N I O N  

- 

T H E Y  I N V E S T I G A T E D  

~~~~~ 

' T H A T  T H E  F I R E  O R I G I N A T E D  I N  T H E  C E I L I N G  AND ROOF AREA. THERE WAS NOT 
~~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

ENOUGH F I R E  L O A D  I N  T H E  B U I L D I N G  TO BURN UPWARD AND CAUSE T O T A L  DESTRUCTON 

OF T H E  ROOF. T H E  I N T E R I O R  O F  T H E  B U I L D I N G  C O N S I S T E D  MOSTLY OF -METAL MACHINE 

USED I N  THE B U S I N E S S  O P E R A T I O N .  THERE VAS A S M A L L  AMOUNT O F  WOOD AND PAPER 

PRODUCT I N  THE B U I L D I N G .  THERE WAS A MODERATE AMOUNT OF P A I N T  STORED I N  

M E T A L  C A B I N E T S .  I T  IS H Y . O P I O N  THAT T H E  P A I N T  C O N T R I B U T E D  VERY L I T T L E  TO 

THE F I R E .  I T  I S  MY O P I N I O N  T H A T  NATURAL GAS WAS PROBABLY T H E  CAUSE O F  
~ 

~~ ~ ~ 

THE EXPLOSION.  I B A S E  MY O P I N I O N  ON E V I D E N C E  FOUND A T  T H E  F I R E  S C E N E  AND 
~~~ 

G I ITTNESSES STATEMENTS.  , 
i 

..i c 9G -_ i, . P .- 1 
LT GLENN W .  P A R K S  

-. -. 


